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The University of Dayton 
UD PROFESSOR TO HELP IN PIONEERING PROJECT 
THAT MAY IMPROVE PATIENT CARE, CUT COSTS 
News Release 
Jan. 26, 1994 
Contact: Candace Stuart 
DAYTQN, Ohio-- Tom Ferratt, a professor of management information systems and 
decision sciences at the University of Dayton, began a yearlong sabbatical in January that will 
allow him to help pioneer a telecommunication network for area hospitals. If successful, the 
project could improve patient care while lowering health-care costs and serve as a national 
model for other community networks. 
Called the Greater Dayton Area Health Information Network, the demonstration 
project was unveiled today (Jan. 26) and is expected to be completed in two years. It 
involves IBM Corp., Ameritech-Ohio and several hospitals in the Greater Dayton Area 
Hospital Association. Ferratt will work as a project coordinator, documenting its progress and 
evaluating its success. 
"It's the kind of role where I assist the hospitals with project coordination," Ferratt 
said. "They want someone to help with coordination and evaluation of the project periodically 
to see what future changes need to be made." 
IBM and Ameritech-Ohio each gave about $2 million in equipment and services to 
link several Dayton-area hospitals . Using fiber optic and digital telecommunications 
technology, participating hospitals will be able to electronically share medical records and 
medical images such as X-rays and CT scans. If all goes well, the network could be 
extended to other members of the hospital association, affiliated physicians' offices and 
pharmacies. 
Ferratt specializes in developing information-sharing systems that link several 
independent organizations. His hands-on experience in this realm includes helping coordinate 
the information systems development for the New Futures Initiative (now known as Youth 
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and Family Collaborative) involving the Dayton Public Schools, the Casey Foundation and 
UD. 
Ferratt said his participation will also benefit him and the University. He plans to use 
his observations and analyses for research, to integrate his experiences into his teaching and 
expose his students to the latest technological developments. 
"This is a leading-edge technology," Ferratt said. "Multi-organizational networks are 
going to be used more and more." 
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For interviews, call Tom Ferratt at (513) 229-2728. For details about the Greater Dayton 
Area Health Information Network, call Greg Sample at the Greater Dayton Area Hospital 
Association, (513) 228-1000. For more information, call Candace Stuart at (513) 229-3257. 
Ferratt is a resident of Centerville. 
